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confused mountainous mass In the north of the country, It flows
south through broad but not continuous plains, bordered on the
west of Its tributary, the Chindwin, by the Naga, Manipur, and
Chin hills, and farther south by the Arakan Yoma which separates
it from the Bay of Bengal; and on the east by the Kachin Hills,
the Shan plateau, and the Pegu Yoma mountains, the last of which
separate it from the SIttang. The Salween flows across the Shan
plateau, which extends southwards, at no great distance from the
coast, to the extremity of Lower Burma. Plains of varying breadth
He between the coasts and the ranges which border them.
It Is to the coastal plains and ranges, and to the delta lauds at
the mouths of the rivers, that the south-west monsoon gives the
heaviest rainfall, which is usually far In excess of 100 inches per
year. In the lowlands of the Irrawaddy, on the other hand, between
the 20th and 23rd parallels, the precipitation does not exceed 40
Inches, and is In places much less. Farther north the plains have
a heavier rainfall and there, as in the mountainous regions of
Upper Burma, the annual precipitation Is over 50 Inches. South
of the dry area, the rainfall of the plains gradually Increases to
100 inches on the margin of the deltaic lands.
Five natural regions based upon physical and climatic differences
may be recognized: the littoral districts with a heavy rainfall
but with little space for economic development; the mountainous
parts of Upper Burma, also with a heavy rainfall but generally
unsuitable for settlement, although there are many fertile areas
in the tipper valleys of the Irrawaddy and Chindwin; the dry region
of Upper Burma, consisting chiefly of plains and low hills in the
valleys of the Irrawaddy and the Chindwin*; the sub-deltaic and
deltaic divisions, which may be taken together, although the rain-
fall Increases greatly from north to south; and the much dissected
Shan plateau in the east, with an average elevation of 3,000 feet
and a rainfall of over 40 inches.
In these regions the relations between geographical environment
and density of population are, as a rale, very different from those
wMdi prevail in the rest of India. Before the British occupation
of the country the Inhabitants had been greatly reduced in number
.fey Internecine wars, and considerable areas are still In process of
re^poiatiaa. Communications, moreover, are In a very backward
conditioa; in a country nearly twice the size of the British Isles